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Point	of	View
1st,	2nd	and	3rd	Person	Narration

Learn	more	about	this	topic!	Each	section	gives	more	detail	on	one	of	the	lyrics	from	the	song.	Read	each	section,	and
then	respond	by	answering	the	question	or	taking	notes	on	key	ideas.

Lyric:	point	of	v iewLyric:	point	of	v iew

When	a	writer	begins	a	new	story,	she
must	decide:	Who	Who	will	tell	my	story?
Point 	of	v iew	Point 	of	v iew	is	who	tells	the	story,	or
the	“voice”	that	the	story	is	told	in.	It's
the	place	from	which	a	narrator	sees	and
understands	what	is	happening.

	
Notes

Lyric:	The	first	person	is	all	about	me,Lyric:	The	first	person	is	all	about	me,

In	the	first 	person	point 	of	v iewfirst 	person	point 	of	v iew,	the
narrator	is	telling	a	story	and	is	a
character	in	the	story.	He	or	she	is
directly	involved	in	the	events	that
happen.	If	you're	writing	an	essay	about
your	summer	vacation,	it	might	be	in	the
first	person.	For	example:	“	I 	I 	spent	a	lot
of	time	at	the	beach,	but	I 	I 	also	read	a	lot
of	books.”

	
Notes

Lyric:	I	might	be	unreliable	if	I	don't	tell	the	truth,Lyric:	I	might	be	unreliable	if	I	don't	tell	the	truth,

In	the	first 	person	point 	of	v iewfirst 	person	point 	of	v iew,	we
sometimes	encounter	an	unreliable
narrator.This	is	a	narrator	who	can't	be
trusted	or	speaks	with	a	biased	view	of
things.	Just	as	we	have	friends	who	tell	us
stories	that	we	cannot	always	believe	are
exactly	true,	we	have	narrators	we
cannot	completely	trust.	Perhaps	one	of
the	most	famous	unreliable	narrators	in

American	literature	is	Huck	Finn	from	Mark	Twain's	novel	The	Adventures
of	Huckleberry	Finn.

	
Notes

NameName DateDate
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Lyric:	In	the	second	personLyric:	In	the	second	person

In	the	second	person	point 	of	v iewsecond	person	point 	of	v iew,
the	narrator	is	not	a	character	in	the
story	–	but	“you”	are.	Speeches	and
instruction	manuals	are	often	written	in
the	second	person.	For	example:	“Before
you	you	nail	the	two	boards	together,	youyou
should	sand	the	sharp	edges	off.”	The
Choose	Your	Own	Adventure	series	is
also	written	in	second	person.	In	these

books,	the	reader	takes	on	the	role	of	the	main	character	(like	spy,	doctor
or	race	car	driver).

	
Notes

Lyric:	The	third	person	is	he	or	she,Lyric:	The	third	person	is	he	or	she,

In	the	third	person	point 	of	v iewthird	person	point 	of	v iew,	the
narrator	is	not	a	character	in	the	story
and	exists	completely	outside	of	the
story.	All	characters	are	described	as	“
hehe,”	“	she	she	”	or	“	itit .”	The	lines	below	from
Lewis	Carroll's	Alice	in	Wonderland	is	an
example	of	the	third	person.	Note	that
Alice	is	not	the	narrator!	

“So	Alice	began	telling	them	her	adventures	from	the	time	when	she	first
saw	the	White	Rabbit.	She	was	a	little	nervous	about	it	just	at	first,	the	two
creatures	got	so	close	to	her,	one	on	each	side,	and	opened	their	eyes	and
mouths	so	very	wide,	but	she	gained	courage	as	she	went	on.”

	
Notes
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Lyric:	Third	person	narration	could	be	objective,Lyric:	Third	person	narration	could	be	objective,
Omniscient	or	from	a	limited	perspective.Omniscient	or	from	a	limited	perspective.

There	are	3	different	types	of	the	third
person	point	of	view:	

Object iveObject ive:	From	this	point	of	view,	the
narrator	isn't	a	part	of	the	story.	He	can
tell	the	reader	what	happens	to	the
characters	in	the	story.	But	he	can't	go
into	their	heads	and	tell	what	they're
thinking	and	feeling.	For	example,	“Anne

and	Lisa	biked	through	the	park	in	search	of	their	lost	cat.”	

L imitedLimited :	Here,	the	narrator	focuses	his	attention	on	one	character.	The
reader	knows	what's	going	on	with	the	other	characters,	but	knows	what
one	particular	character	is	thinking.	For	example,	“As	Anne	and	Lisa	biked
through	the	park	in	search	of	their	lost	cat,	Lisa	worried	they	might	not	find
him.”	

OmniscientOmniscient :	From	this	point	of	view,	the	narrator	is	all-knowing.	He
watches	all	that	is	happening	and	can	describe	the	innermost	thoughts
and	feelings	of	all	characters	in	the	story.	For	example:	“Anne	felt	sure
they'd	find	their	cat	by	sundown,	but	Lisa	thought	it	might	take	even
longer.”

	
Notes

Lyric:	“I	was	born	with	water	on	the	brain.”Lyric:	“I	was	born	with	water	on	the	brain.”

Absolutely	True	Story	of	a	Part-Time
Indian	by	Sherman	Alexie

	
Notes
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Lyric:	“He	looked	up	into	Father	Wolf's	face,	andLyric:	“He	looked	up	into	Father	Wolf's	face,	and
laughed.”laughed.”

The	Jungle	Book	by	Rudyard	Kipling

	
Notes

Lyric:	“We	didn't	always	live	on	Mango	Street.”Lyric:	“We	didn't	always	live	on	Mango	Street.”

The	House	on	Mango	Street	by	Sandra
Cisneros

	
Notes

Lyric:	“Sophie	closed	her	eyes	and	lay	quite	stil l .”Lyric:	“Sophie	closed	her	eyes	and	lay	quite	stil l .”

The	BFG	by	Roald	Dahl

	
Notes

Lyric:	”Your	feet	are	now	stuck	in	green	slime.”Lyric:	”Your	feet	are	now	stuck	in	green	slime.”

Choose	Your	Own	Adventure:	The	Green
Slime	by	Susan	Saunders

	
Notes
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Lyric:	“In	a	hole	in	the	ground	there	lived	a	hobbit.”Lyric:	“In	a	hole	in	the	ground	there	lived	a	hobbit.”

The	Hobbit	by	JRR	Tolkien

	
Notes

Lyric:	“It	made	me	so	sick	I	most	fell	out	of	the	tree.”Lyric:	“It	made	me	so	sick	I	most	fell	out	of	the	tree.”

The	Adventures	of	Huckleberry	Finn	by
Mark	Twain

	
Notes

Lyric:	“You're	thinking,	this	wasn't	the	way	it	wasLyric:	“You're	thinking,	this	wasn't	the	way	it	was
supposed	to	go.”supposed	to	go.”

You	by	Charles	Benoit

	
Notes

Lyric:	“My	name	is	Katniss	Everdeen.	I	am	seventeenLyric:	“My	name	is	Katniss	Everdeen.	I	am	seventeen
years	old.”years	old.”

The	Hunger	Games	by	Suzanne	Collins

	
Notes


